[Diagnoses in medical and surgical patients. Experiences of a junior physician].
This article presents the diagnoses of 1,078 patients treated during one year of internship in a local hospital in western Norway. The patients were seen in the surgical outpatient clinic or when admitted to the medical, surgical or pediatric departments. In the surgical outpatient clinic the patients usually attended for treatment of fractures, distortion traumas or traumas without fractures. The most common diagnoses in the medical department were related to acute ischaemic heart conditions, whereas the majority of the patients received in the surgical department had acute abdominal pain. Infectious diseases were the most common cause of hospitalization of children. Information about the different diagnosis encountered during work in a local hospital may be of value to others who are preparing to work in similar institutions. Such an internship may provide valuable experience in the diagnosis and treatment of the most common somatic diseases.